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The Sufficiency of Grace 
The Reasons to Accept Sola Gratia 

 

The doctrine of grace alone… The cry of Martin Luther and the reformers was 

sola gratia; that is our salvation is because there is something good in God, not 

in man; therefore man is saved by grace and not by good works; man cannot earn 

his salvation; if God did not offer it as a free gift there would be no salvation; 

man’s righteousness to God are like filthy rags (Isaiah 64:6-7); the word filthy in 

Hebrew is the word for human excrement. 

 

The differences between Reformers and Catholics on grace… The reformers 

believed that God’s grace came only on those whom God called; His grace could 

never be rejected;  Catholics would agree that man is saved by grace, but His 

grace comes through the sacraments of the Church; reformers taught “once in 

grace always in grace;” Catholics teach you can fall from grace by committing a 

mortal sin; you are reinstated by confession, doing penance, and attending Mass. 

 

 

     The Clash Among Protestants over Reformed Theology 

 

The development of Reformed theology by John Calvin… Not all Protestants 

agree with Reformed theology; while Luther spoke of sola gratia, John Calvin, a 

pastor from Geneva, Switzerland was most influential in the development of 

Reformed theology. 

 

The debate between Arminianism and Calvinism…  The controversy arose in 

Holland in the early 1600s; the founder of the Arminian party was Jacob Arminius 

(1560-1609); he studied in Geneva under Calvin’s successor Theodore Beza, 

professor at the University of Leyden in 1603 but came to reject his theology; the 

controversy spread and the Arminians drew up their creed of Five Articles of 

Faith signed by 46 ministers and laid them before the state authorities of Holland 

in 1610. 
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1. God elects or reproves on the basis of foreseen faith or unbelief. 

 

2. Christ died for all men, although only believers are saved. 

 

3. Man is so depraved that divine grace is necessary unto faith for any good 

works. 

 

4. This grace may be resisted. 

 

5. Whether all who are truly repentant will certainly persevere in the faith is a 

point which needs further investigation. An amendment was later added to 

definitely teach the truly regenerate believers who lose their faith will also 

lose their salvation. 

 

The Calvinist response came from the Synod of Dort on November 13, 1618 to 

May 9,1619; it was a five point response to the Arminians: 

 

     T-- Total depravity… The state of man before salvation is totally defiled and 

unresponsive to God. 

 

     U-- Unconditional surrender… God elects those who are saved and this 

involves unconditional choice. 

 

    L-- Limited atonement… Christ died only for those God elected to save. 

 

    I-- Irresistible grace…  Those whom God chooses to save cannot resist His 

grace. 

 

    P-- Perseverance of the saints… Those whom God has elected to save cannot 

lose their salvation. 

 

Catholic theology is far more in line with Arminism than with Calvinism. 

 

 

                             

 

 

                                 The Condition of Mankind 
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The depravity of man…  The doctrine of irresistible grace is based on the total 

depravity of man (Romans 3:10-12); Paul said, no one righteous, no one 

understands, no one seeks God, no one does good--- “no, not one;”  “we were 

dead in our trespasses and sins” (Ephesians 2:1); “the natural man does not 

receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he 

know them for they are spiritually appraised” (1 Corinthians 2:14) ; Jeremiah said 

“the heart of man is deceitful above all things and desperately wicked” (Jeremiah 

17:9); Jesus said, “from out of the heart of man proceeds all evil” (Matthew 

15:19). 

 

The danger of human depravity… If no one believed in God, there were no  laws, 

no police, no jails, no judges or juries and man’ s religion was Darwin’s “survival 

of the fittest”it would result in the last man standing; the human race would 

murder itself out of existence. 

 

                                    

                                     The Call of God 

 

The relationship between God’s call and God’s irresistible grace… Calvinists see 

the call of God and irresistible grace as one and the same. 

 

In Romans 8:28-30 God’s call is based is based on God’s purpose, on His 

foreknowledge, on His predetermined plan to conform His elect to the image of 

His Son; it leads to justification and to eternal glory; the call is a divine summons. 

 

 

The word “called” (kaleo) is compound and means “to call into one’s presence” 

or “to summon”( see Matthew 2:7); Calvinists teach that when God calls mankind 

by His grace it cannot be resisted; the question is: “Does man have no choice in 

his eternal destiny?” a non Calvinist  Norman Geisler say, “Irresistible grace 

makes God into a dictator with power that crushes our freedom by dragging us 

into His kingdom.” 

 

 John MacArthur responds to Geisler, “No one was ever saved against his will, 

but becomes willing when God’s power comes upon them. No one was ever 

brought into the kingdom kicking, and screaming, and protesting… The question 

is, what made them willing? Or better, who made them willing? Was it the 

preacher? Was it themselves? Somehow they thought they were not willing, they 

became willing. Somehow they could get hold of a bootstrap and pull themselves 

out of unwillingness into willingness.  There is a little verse in Psalm 110:3: ‘Your 
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people will be willing in the day of Your power.’ No sinner is ever going to be 

willing until the power of God comes upon that sinner, even under the best of the 

preacher’s efforts. It is only after the power of God makes him willing that he 

becomes willing… No sinner has the capacity to be willing. Can I prove that? 

Romans 3:10, ‘There is none righteous, no not one.There is none who 

understands, there is none who seeks God.’That is pretty complete, isn’t it?” 

 

The resisting of the Holy Spirit to God’s calling… Man is so depraved that he 

cannot seek God on his own and it takes the convicting power of the Holy Spirit 

to draw men to Him, but does that mean that man cannot resist the Holy Spirit? 

Man can resist (see Acts 7:51; Galatians 1:6; 5:4; Hebrews 6:4-6); if man can 

resist the Holy Spirit and His offer of grace, then God’s grace is not irresistible; I 

do not teach, “once in grace always in grace.” 

 

The recognition of God’s foreknowledge to God’s calling… God’s calling is based 

on His foreknowledge, which leads to predestination; it results are justification 

and glorification (Romans 8:29-30); God is omniscient  (Psalm 139:1-18) as He 

chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world  (Ephesians 1:4).    

 

                              

                                  The Choice of Mankind 

 

The denial of free will… One problem of Calvinism is the denial of free will; it is a 

form of determinism based on the sovereignty of God; man is not free to choose 

as he wills because his nature is sinful and man will never choose contrary to his 

nature; we are as Jesus said a “slave to sin” (John 8:34);  we are unable not to 

sin;therefore no one can be saved unless God chooses to save them; whomever 

God chooses to save He does so based on the pleasure of His will and not on any 

decision or act or worth of the individual (see John 6:44; Acts 13:46; Ephesians 

2:4-5). 

 

The disadvantage of not having a free will…  If man does not have free will, and 

salvation is by the arbitrary choice of God, then man cannot be blamed for his 

eternal fate if he ends up in hell; God would be responsible for it was His 

sovereign will to chose to send him to hell. 

 

The discovery of free will in Scripture…  God through Moses told the Israelites, “I 

have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that your 

descendants may live… (Deuteronomy 30:19); Joshua told the Israelites, “Choose 

you this day whom you will serve...But for me and my house we will serve the 
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LORD” (Joshua 24:15); Jesus said, “Behold I stand at the door and knock. If 

anyone hears MY voice and opens the door, I will come to him and dine with him 

and he with Me” (Revelation 3:20). 

 

 

                         The Charisma of God’s Grace 

 

By rejoicing in God’s grace… The word charisma means “gift of grace;” it comes 

from the Greek word charismata (1 Corinthians 12:1); chara, meaning “joy;” 

charis, meaning “grace;” grace is a free gift that gives you the joy of your 

salvation; lets explore Ephesians 2:8-10. 

 

By receiving God’s grace for salvation… “For by grace you have been saved 

through faith…” (Ephesians 2:8a); no salvation apart from God’s grace (see 

Romans 3:23). 

 

Sin’s consequences is death-- physical and spiritual; physically we die because 

of Adam’s sin (1 Corinthians 15:22); we were all in the loin of  Adam when he 

sinned; physical death is generational and affects all mankind (Romans 5:14). 

 

Spiritually we die because of our own sins; spiritual death is eternal separation 

from God (Romans 5:15). 

 

 

By recognizing God’s grace as a gift… “...it is the gift of God…” (Ephesians 2:8b); 

grace is a gift to be received; in the Old Testament  Hebrew the word for grace 

(chen), means “to stoop” or “to bend;” it refers to the kindness of a superior to 

an inferior (Genesis 6:8); in the New Testament Greek the word for grace (charis) 

means “gift of pleasure or delight;”it is a gift undeserved by the recipient. 

 

 

By representing God’s grace as a workman of God… “... for we are His 

workmanship created in Christ Jesus…” (Ephesians 2:10a); the word 

“workmanship”(poema) is where we get the word poetry; poetry measures words 

so they rhyme; they are carefully selected to make for beautiful literature; so God 

makes us beautiful as by grace we become a “new creation” (2 Corinthians 5:17).  

 

By responding to God’s grace through good works… “... for good works, which 

God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them” (Ephesians 2:10b); we are 

saved for good works and not by good works; good works become evidence of 
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your faith (James 2:17,18); the proof of your faith is best seen in your 

commitment to Christ and His Church. Amen! 

 

 


