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Does Science Contradict Scripture? 

 
Aldous Huxley once said: “Modern science makes it impossible to believe in a 

personal God;” Bertrand Russell said: “Man is the product of causes which had 

no prevision of the end they were achieving. That is, his origin, his growth, his 

hopes, his fears, his loves and beliefs are but the outcome of accidental 

collocation of atoms…” 

 

Scientism is a secular belief among some that science has all the answers to life 

and the origin of the universe; they are closed minded about the notion that God 

was involved in the process; as science advances, God becomes smaller and 

smaller; we are told that Christianity is scientifically disrespected; you must 

accept the facts of science or the fantasy of Scripture. 

 

When people say that science and faith are at odds they often point to the 

Catholic Church who refused to accept Galileo’s theory that the earth revolved 

around the sun; the Church was wrong, but it did not get that teaching from the 

Bible, but from Plato and Aristotle. 

 

Eric Metaxas in June 1, 2015 issue of Breakpoint wrote an article titled: Skeptical 

Science; he wrote: “Those who think science is the measure of all truth might 

want to check the data first;” quoting an article from Richard Horton, April 11, 

2015 issue of Lancet, the prestigious British medical journal; Horton wrote: “The 

case against science is straightforward: much of the scientific literature, perhaps 

half, may simply be untrue…. In their quest for telling a compelling story, 

scientists too often scalp data to fit their preferred theory of the world.” 

 

Scientist G. H. Clark wrote: “The scientific method is the sole gateway to truth;” 

these principles— testability, verification and falsification arise from the Judeo-

Christian Scriptures; the heavens declare the glory of God (Psalm 19:1) and the 

universe is governed by laws which it has no choice but to obey (Jeremiah 

33:25); science can accurately predict new discoveries in the universe as well as 

solar eclipses based on these laws. 
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The Problem for Science 

 

The limitations of science… Science can only observe the present; they do so by 

microscope, telescope, or test tube; they have historical records to lean on, but 

when you get into pre-history they are telling you something that is not 

observable; science is based on empirical evidence in the present with repeated 

observation. 

 

On the other hand, our Christian faith is based on circumstantial evidence; faith 

is the “evidence of things not seen” (Hebrews 11:1); the word “evidence” 

(elegmos) is a lawyer’s word; it means to convince by investigation; or to prove 

by testing and by persuasion; every jury makes decisions of guilt or innocence 

based on faith; we know more things to be true based on faith than on sight. 

 

When Richard Dawkins says: “There is no evidence for God,” what he means is, 

there is no empirical evidence for God; the evidence Paul offered for God’s 

existence was the universe (Romans 1:20); that evidence is circumstantial. 

 

The lack of empirical evidence for a godless universe…. When scientists like 

Dawkins speculate about prehistoric origin and eschatological futures they do so 

without direct observation; the best they can do is gather circumstantial 

evidence; that is not science, that is faith; that is acting no differently than we 

believers who look at the universe and say, “God is!”  Scientists like Dawkins are 

demanding empirical evidence for the existence of God while they don’t use 

empirical evidence to support their godless universe coming from nothing. 

 

The liking of the theory of uniformity over catastrophism...Scientists interpret the 

past based on the theory of uniformity; that is, everything going on now has 

always gone on and will continue to go on in the future; the problem is, there is 

no evidence that all things today have been as they presently are; when it came 

to the promise of the Lord’s coming, Peter said this was the cry of the people in 

his day (2 Peter 3:4). 

 

The Scriptural view is not one of uniformitarianism, but one of catastrophism (2 

Peter 3:5-7); the Bible speaks of a created universe; even if you hold to the Big 

Bang that is a catastrophe; science teaches evolution; to evolve from one species 

to another would be catastrophic; the Bible speaks of a worldwide flood and that 
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is catastrophic; some evidence for this at Aqua Dulce in the northern San 

Fernando Valley where off Highway 14 there are sea shells everywhere. 

 

 

The belief in uniformity is what science depends on to deny the teachings of 

Scripture; yet the Bible says not everything remains the same.  

 

The Precepts of Science from Genesis 

 

The basics of science in Genesis 1:1… The five elements of science as developed 

by Herbert Spencer who said: “Everything in the universe can be deposited in 

one of these categories— time (in the beginning), force (God), action (created), 

space (heavens), and matter (earth).”  

 

 

 

The bombardment of water with solar energy creating light as seen in Genesis 

1:2-3…This was accomplished by UCLA professor Dr. Seth Patterson; God spoke 

to the waters which immersed the globe creating light. 

 

 

The beginning of scientific laws… 

 

1. The first law of thermodynamics.. Creation is finished (Genesis 2:2); this is the 

law of the conservation of mass and energy; it says the universe did not create 

itself; matter cannot be created out of nothing; once creation was completed by 

the Creator His work was finished ( see Nehemiah 9:6; Ecclesiastes 1:9; Isaiah 

40:26). 

 

2. The second law of thermodynamics… The universe cannot continue forever; 

the heavens will melt with fervent heat (2 Peter 3:10); all things are going from 

order to disorder; energy is running down; this law is also called entropy. 

 

The Hubble telescope has confirmed this law; our universe had a beginning and 

an ending; its termination is called “heat death;” that is, as the universe wears 

down it puts off heat  that will bring about a uniform temperature in which no 

work will be accomplished; this could result in the collapsing of the heavenly 

bodies. 
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Einstein was baffled over what makes the universe cohere and how to explain its 

slow death; Jesus holds the universe together (Colossians 1:16-17) and Peter 

explains its destruction.  

 

The universe will ultimately burn out because of the Fall (Genesis 3); Paul said it 

is subject to futility, but it will be delivered from the bondage of corruption 

(Romans 8:20-21). 

 

3.  The law of biogenesis… Life comes from life; God is Life Self Existent, the 

Eternal One who needed no creator; He created life and did so “each according to 

its kind” (Genesis 1:24); this speaks against macroevolution which says that one 

species over millions of years evolved into another species. 

 

In Genesis 2, God created woman from man by putting man into a deep sleep, 

extracting a rib and then closing up the flesh; this text caused Sir James 

Simpson, a Christian physician to invent chloroform that would put the patient to 

sleep prior to surgery. 

 

The Proofs of Science from Other Scriptures 

 

While the Bible is not a book of science, it contains many scientific facts that 

were unknown in its day. 

 

The Bible and cosmology… Cosmology is a study of the origin and structure of 

the universe; our planet is the only known planet tuned for the existence of 

animal and human life (Isaiah 45:18); the heavenly bodies in the universe are 

aligned exactly for life to exist on earth; mathematical genius Sir Roger Penrose 

calculates “the Creator’s aim” to be measured in 10123; that is more zeros than 

particles in the universe estimated at 1080. 

 

The Bible and astronomy… Astronomy is a study of the solar system; Greek 

astronomer Anaximander (611 BC) taught the earth was shaped like a table; 

Leucippus (480 BC) shaped like a drum; ancient Chinese taught the earth was 

square; 17th century astronomers taught the earth was flat like a record and 

surrounded by the river Oceanus; there was the Ptolemaic view that the earth was 

flat but existed inside a hollow globe and the sun, moon, stars were going around 

this flat earth inside this globe. 

 

The Bible taught the earth is a “circle” or literally a “sphere” (Isaiah 40:22; 

Proverbs 8:27) 
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Job said the earth is suspended in space on nothing (Job 26:7); Pindar (522 BC) 

the earth stood on pillars; other Greek astronomers, it rested on the head and 

shoulders of Atlas; others believed the earth rested on the shell of a giant turtle 

which rested on the back of an elephant. 

 

The Bible teaches the universe is expanding— stretching out like a curtain (Isaiah 

40:22; 42:5; 45:12); this was not popular science until the 20th century when 

Einstein developed the Theory of Relativity which shows that the stars and 

planets are moving away from each other like the expansion of dots on a blown 

up balloon; the further the planets travel the faster they move. 

 

The Bible teaches the stars are so innumerable they cannot be counted (Genesis 

15:5; 22:17); Hipparchus (150 BC) said there were 1,022 stars; Ptolemy (120 AD) 

said there were 1,026 stars; we know there are 100 billion stars in our galaxy and 

over 100 billion galaxies. 

 

The Bible says one star differs from another in splendor (1 Corinthians 15:41); 

Hipparchus classified stars according to brightness; it wasn’t until 1780 Herschel 

noted how different each star is. 

 

Scientists once thought the moon was a luminous body; Job says “the moon 

shineth not” (Job 25:5). 

 

Scripture speaks of the balance of land and water (Isaiah 40:12); this is important 

for the stability of the earth in its orbit around the sun. 

 

The Bible and hydrology… Scientists speak of the Hydrologic Cycle; water comes 

down as rain or snow, flows into rivers, which empty into the ocean where it 

evaporates and is collected in the clouds and returns as rain or snow; this cycle 

is continually repeated; this cycle discovered by Perrault and Mariotte in the 

1700s; yet both Job (38:27-28) and Isaiah (55:10-11) knew of this cycle. 

 

The psalmist wrote that vapors ascend and makes lightning for the rain (Psalm 

137:7); other Scriptures on hydrology (Job 26:8; 28:10; Psalm 33:7).  

 

The Bible and chemistry… Job tells us there a treasury in snow and hail reserved 

for a time of trouble and the day of battle (Job 38:22); if you harness hydrogen 

from one glass of water you create enough energy to drive a 100 car freight train 

around the world ten times without stopping. 
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The Bible and meteorology… Meteorology deals with the circulation of the 

atmosphere; Solomon said winds go in a circuitous pattern  (Ecclesiastes 1:6); it 

wasn’t until the 17th century that Galileo discovered the pattern of winds; Job 

told us that air has weight (Job 28:25); Galileo also confirmed that. 

 

The Bible and biology…  The Bible says “the life of the flesh is in the blood” 

(Leviticus 17:11); in 1628 William Harvey discovered the circulatory system as the 

key to life; before that when you got sick they took your blood and many died. 

 

There is no contradiction between true science and Scripture; what science has 

observed, Scripture has already affirmed! Amen! 


