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Has Archaeology Confirmed Biblical History 

 
Oliver Wendell Holmes wrote: “I believe in the spade. It has fed the tribes of 

mankind. It has furnished them with water, coal, iron and gold. And now it is 

giving them the truth— historic truth, the mines of which have never been opened 

till our time.” 

 

The Popular Handbook of Archaeology and the Bible (2013) by Holden and 

Geisler: Today, nearly 100 biblical figures, dozens of biblical cities, over 60 

historical details in the gospel of John, 80 historical details in the book of Acts, 

among other things, have been confirmed through archaeology and historical 

research. Moreover, Israeli Antiquities Authority has over 100,000 artifacts 

(discovered in Israel since 1948) available on their database for perusal… 

Archaeology has been an indispensible tool in the historian’s toolkit as well as an 

aid to the Christian apologist in defending the message of the Christian faith.” 

 

The Distinction of Archaeology 

 

The development of archaeology… The word “archaeology” first appeared in the 

English language in 1607 to refer to “knowledge,” especially knowledge of 

ancient Israel from literary sources such as the Bible; from the very beginning 

archaeology has been linked to the Bible, while today it has a much broader use; 

William Albright, recognized Dean of Biblical Archaeology said: “Discovery after 

discovery has established accuracy of innumerable details, and has brought 

increased recognition of the value of the Bible as a source of history.” 

 

The duty of Biblical archaeology… 

 

1. To confirm the Scriptures… Professor Amihai Mazar, Director of the Hebrew 

University Institute of Archaeology said: “I think the most important thing we 

have to understand is archaeology is our only source of information that come 

directly from the biblical period itself….Archaeology can give us information right 

away from the period when things happened… a whole picture of daily life from 
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this period as well as inscriptions… which are the only written evidence that we 

have from the biblical period, except the Bible.” 

 

An example: for years skeptics rejected the early writings of the Pentateuch by 

Moses; they maintained it was written during the Babylonian captivity, 586 BC; in 

1979 Gabriel Barkay discovered tiny silver scrolls in a tomb in Jerusalem’s 

Hinnom Valley containing a text from Numbers 6:24-26 which predate the exile. 

 

2. To correct the Scriptures… Bryant Wood wrote: “We have had many 

discoveries of ancient texts, libraries and collections of documents that helped 

us understand the Hebrew and Greek languages, which help us get a better 

translation of these languages into English.” 

 

An example: Archaeology got Jesus out of hell; before 1611 the word “hades” 

was unknown; it was found only in the Bible and got translated as “hell” in Acts 

2:27 KJV; the word was found in subsequent discoveries and means “abode of 

the dead.” 

 

3. To clarify the Scriptures… Archaeology has brought to light ancient customs; 

Jesus made a strange statement when He called people to follow Him; on excuse 

was; “Let me go first and bury my father;” Jesus responded, “Let the dead bury 

the dead” (Matthew 8:22); in first century Jewish practices it was customary to 

have two burials one year apart; the first within the family burial plot; after the 

body decomposed a second burial within a bone box usually with the remains of 

other family members; Jesus was saying the second burial was not necessary, 

nor was it the teaching of God (Genesis 49:29; Judges 2:10; 16:31; 1 Kings 11:21, 

43). 

 

4. To complement the Scriptures…  Sometimes Scripture gives little attention to 

something historically important; archaeology elaborates. 

 

An example: The Bible makes little mention of King Omri of Israel (885-874 BC); 

the Bible gives but 8 verses to him; yet he was one of the most important kings of 

Israel building up the city of Samaria and making it the capital of the Northern 

Kingdom. 

 

The Digs that Support the Old Testament 

 

The Behistun Inscription…. Carving on a rock known as the “Rock of Behistun” 

discovered in Iran; it speaks of Darius, king of Persia who helped the Jews 
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rebuild the temple (Ezra 5:3-17); it contains the testimony of Xerxes (Ahasuerus) 

who married Esther (Esther 2:12-18); it has preserved three cuneiform languages: 

old Persian, Babylonian, and Elamite (Iran) and has opened the world to 

understanding the ancient Assyrian and Babylonian empires. 

 

The Hittite Tablet…  They inhabited ancient Canaan when Abraham entered the 

land (Genesis 15:20); their existence was doubted and referred to as a legend; in 

1876 an undeciphered script discovered on rocks in Turkey and Syria mentioned 

the Hittites; subsequently 5 Hittite temples, a fortified citadel, and more than 

10,000 clay tablets have been unearthed. 

 

The fall of Jericho… Joshua 6 speaks of the Israelite victory over Jericho; in 1929, 

John Garstang, Director of the British School of Archaeology began to excavate 

the ruins of Jericho; he found pottery and scarab evidence the city had been 

destroyed in 1400 BC coinciding with Joshua’s date; the biblical account says, 

“the wall fell down flat” (6:20); “They burnt the city with fire” (6:24); god told the 

Israelites upon taking the city to “Keep yourself from the devoted things” (6:18); 

Garstang found everything to be true  according to the biblical account including 

underneath the fallen walls and ashes the ruins of store rooms, an abundance of 

foodstuffs— wheat, barley, dates, lentils, and such. 

 

The Stele (monument) of King David… King David looms as one the most 

important characters in Israel’s history; his name is mentioned 1,048 times; he is 

the subject of 62 chapters, author of 73 Psalms and on both sides of Jesus’ 

genealogy; there was the “ David Myth” as only the Bible mentioned his name; in 

1993-1994 a 3,000 year old inscription etched on black basalt contains the 

inscription “House of David;”  the monument mentions a battle between King 

Hazael of Syria in conquest over King Ahab of Israel (2 Kings 10:32-33) and his 

threats against Jerusalem (2 Kings 12;17-18); archaeology  with other discoveries 

continues to show how influential and widespread David’s kingdom was during 

the 10th Century BC. 

 

The accuracy of Daniel as the third ruler of Babylon… Book of Daniel has been 

one of the most criticized books, namely because of the accuracy of his 

prophecies; they said there was no way he could have written them 400 years 

before the fact; apart from the prophecies, skeptics have been critical of the 

mention of Belshazzar as the last king of Babylon and Daniel being a third ruler 

(Daniel 5:29); Babylonian records made no mention of Belshazzar, but record 

Nabonidus as the last king. 
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In 1853 British archaeologists found an inscription on a cornerstone of a temple 

built by Nabonidus in Ur which mentioned Belshazzar as his first born and 

favorite son; that they were co-rulers; in subsequent digs the entire library of 

Belshazzar has been unearthed; it was Belshazzar that clothed Daniel in purple, 

put a gold chain around his neck and proclaimed him as the third ruler because 

he had interpreted the mysterious handwriting on the wall. 

 

  The Discoveries from Archaeology that Support the New Testament 

 

The historical Jesus… Atheists for years have been attempting to disprove the 

existence of the historical Jesus; writings about Jesus began to circulate about 

15 years after His ascension; Luke writes that he investigated eyewitnesses of 

Jesus’ life to give an accurate account (Luke 1:1-4); archaeologist Sir William 

Ramsay spent 15 years of his life trying to disprove Luke as an historian; he 

wrote of Luke: “Luke is an historian of the first rank— this author should be 

placed along with the very greatest of historians.” 

 

Archaeologists have found evidence outside the Bible to support the historical 

Jesus; they found testimony from a gardener who was the last recorded ancestor 

of Jesus who lived in Pamphylia, Asia Minor. 

 

There is the Jewish Talmud (70-200 AD); Josephus wrote of Him in his Antiquities 

(37-95 AD); Cornelius Tacitus (55-112 AD) an historian and member of the 

proconsul of Asia Minor; Pliney the Younger (61-113 AD) a Roman governor in a 

letter to Emperor Trajan; Callus Suetonius Tranquillas (69-140 AD); Roman 

Emperor Hadrian (69-140 AD) in a letter to the proconsul of Asia warned about 

false accusations against Christians. 

 

Cities and places in the New Testament… 

 

● The foundation of the synagogue at Capernaum (John 6:25-59) 

● The house of Peter at Capernaum (Matthew 8;14-16) 

● Jacob’s well (John 4) 

● The Pool of Bethesda (John 5:1-4) 

● Herod’s palace at Caesarea where Paul was kept under guard (Acts 23:33-

35) 

● The tribunal at Caesarea where Paul was tried (Acts 18:12-17) 

● The theater at Ephesus where the riot of the silversmith occurred (Acts 

19:29) 
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● The ancient cities of Corinth, Philippi, Thessalonica, the seven cities 

mentioned in Revelation 

 

Peter Stoner in Science Speaks takes 11 prophecies in Scripture as confirmed by 

archaeologists and gives the odds of these 11 being fulfilled by human genius as 

1 in 5.76 × 1059; from that number of silver dollars we could make all the 100 

billion stars in the 2 trillion galaxies 2 × 105
 times. 


